Ideas in Conflict: Compelling Literature

Alvarez, Julia. In the Time of the
Butterflies.
Inspired by the true story of the Mirabal sisters
who, in 1960, were murdered for their part in a
plot to overthrow the government in the
Dominican Republic. (Fiction)

Bagdasarian, Adam. Forgotten Fire.
s he wrote this work describing the terror of
the Armenian Holocaust experienced by a
young boy, Bagdasarian drew on his own
great-uncle’s experiences. (Fiction)

Bardach, Janusz. Man is Wolf to Man.
In one of the best accounts of life in the Gulag
during the Stalin regime, Bardach details the
time he spent in Kolyma, a Russian
concentration camp.  (Nonfiction)

Boyle. T. C. The Tortilla Curtain.
his novel brings the diverse lives of a liberal
Los Angeles couple, and a poor illegal Mexican
couple on a direct collision course. (Fiction)

Chang, Iris. The Rape of Nanking.
In December 1937, the Japanese army swept
into the ancient city of Nanking. Within weeks,
over 300,000 Chinese civilians were raped,
tortured, and murdered--a death toll exceeding
that of the atomic blasts of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki combined. Using interviews with
survivors and newly discovered documents,
Chang has written a definitive history of this
horrifying episode. (Nonfiction)

Dalai Lama. Freedom in Exile.
The exiled leader of Tibet recounts his life,
from the time he was whisked away from his
home in 1939 at the age of 4, to his treacherous
escape from Tibet in 1959, to his winning of the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1989. The backdrop of the
story is the 1950 Chinese invasion of Tibet.
(Nonfiction)

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed.
12 million unskilled women are now a part of
the job market, earning $6 to $7 an hour, half of
what is considered a living wage. Ehrenreich
did what millions of Americans do: looked for
ajob and a home, worked, and tried to make
ends meet. (Nonfiction)

Gourevitch, Philip. We Wish to Inform You
that Tomorrow We Will be Killed with
Our Families.

A dramatic study of the horrors of genocide
captures the plight of Rwanda, a country in
which some 800,000 people of an ethnic
minority were exterminated by the racial
majority over the course of one hundred days.
(Nonfiction)

Grossman, David. The Yellow Wind.
Israeli novelist Grossman spent time on the
West Bank talking to Palestinians and Jews
about how their lives have been affected by a
constant state of hostility and frustration,
giving the issues a human face. (Nonfiction)

Gutterson, David. Snow Falling on Cedars.
Set in the straits of Puget Sound, the story is
nominally about a murder trial. But in the 50s,
lingering memories of World War II,
internment camps and racism help fuel
suspicion toward a Japanese-American
fisherman. (Fiction)
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Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner.
This novel follows Amir, the privileged son of
a businessman in Afghanistan and Hassan, the
son of his father's servant. An unspeakable
event changes the nature of their relationship,
and eventually cements their bond in ways
neither could have predicted. Their story spans
over 40 years in Afghanistan's tragic history,
from the last days of Kabul's monarchy--into
the atrocities of the Taliban. (Fiction)

Jiang, Ji-Li. Red Scarf Girl.
Provides the story of Ji-li Jiang a twelve-year-
old girl growing up in China in 1966, the year
that Chairman Mao launched the Cultural
Revolution, and the changes it brought to her
and her family. (Nonfiction)

Khadra, Yasmina. The Swallows of Kabul.
Set in Kabul under Taliban rule, we are taken
into the lives of two families: one formerly
wealthy shopkeepers, the other of a prison
keeper.

Kielburger, Craig. Free the Children.
This is the story of one young man’s
transformation from suburban middle-class kid
to an activist, fighting against child labor on the
world stage. (Nonfiction)

Kozol, Jonathan. Savage Inequalities.
Kozol examines different areas that are
predominantly African American and Hispanic
and compares their schools to those in white
areas. The results are shocking. (Nonfiction)

Kuklin, Susan. Iqbal Masih and the
Crusaders Against Child Slavery.
Kuklin discusses child labor in developing
countries. Poorly paid, uneducated, and often
mistreated, these "bonded laborers" are made
slaves by their desperate poverty. (Nonfiction)

Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation.
Many of us opt for a quick, cheap meal at a
fast-food restaurant without giving it a
thought. But the industry has radically
transformed America's diet, landscape,
economy, and workforce, often destructively.
(Nonfiction)

Seierstad, Asne. The Bookseller of Kabul.
Journalist Asne Seierstad gives readers a first
hand look at Afghani life when she is invited to
live with a bookseller and his family in Kabul.
The bookseller has defied authorities for 20
gears to supplf/ the people of Kabul with

ooks. A rare look at contemporary life under
Islam.

Shandler, Sara. Ophelia Speaks.
This response to Pipher's Reviving Ophelia
reveals portraits of teenage girls through
essays, poems, and commentary from a cross
section of teenage girls. (Nonfiction)

Ur[1§, Loung. First They Killed My Father.

ng describes the horror she faced when the
Khmer Rouge army took Phnom Penh and her
family was forced to flee. (Nonfiction)

Wilentz, Amy. Martyrs’ Crossing.
At a Jerusalem checkpoint, a Palestinian
woman begs an Israeli soldier for permission to
cross to rush her infant son to the hospital. The
soldier is unable to let the woman pass during
a border closure, and the child dies,
devastating both sides. (Fiction)
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